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Instead of tech, courses like agriculture, dairy
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living costs, long US wait times

'OP STUDEN S
# Masters in foed technology
o Dairy science
e Agricultural studies

e Faster visa
processing

@ 3-year post-
study work visa
o Clear pathway

to permanent
residency (PR)

"

Enquiries Are Up
By 300%, Say
Consultancies

NirupaVatyam
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Is the United
States’ loss turning into New
Zealand’s gain? City-based
consultancies certainly
think so,

According to them, the is-
land nation has seen a sharp
300% rise in enquiries from
local students seeking over-
seas higher education oppor-
tunities—a surge linked lar-
gely to recent changes in US
immigration norms.

Breaking from tradition,
many Hyderabad students
are now considering courses
in dairy and agricultural sci-
ences in New Zealand, in ad-
dition to the usual tech-rela-

ted programmes, consultan:
ciessaid.

‘No mood for risks’

“This shift is primarily
due to the changing situation
inthe US, aswellas inCanada
and the UK. Students are in
no moed to take any risks by
heading 1o these countries
and are cxploring safer op-
Lions like New Zealand, Aust-

ralia, and Germany,” said
Ajava Kumar Vemulapati,
who runs an overseas educa-
tion consultancy in the city
Ajava Kumar noted that en-
quiries lor New Zealand have
Jjumped from about four or fi-
V¢ por vear to 35-40 this vear
alone.

Subhakar Alapati, foun-
derdirector of Global Tree,
echoed this trend: “Many are

showing interest in courses
such #s food technology and
dairy science—bothattheun-
derpraduate and master’s le-
vels”

Mow Zealand’s appeal ex-
tends bevond acaemics. Fas:
tor visa processing. 5 post
study work visa. for up to
three vears, and & clear path-
way 1o permanent residency

are magor draws for students.

“Idid not wanttogotothe :
US because of the changing :
immigration rules, long visa :
wait times, and political un- :
certainties,” said Chavva
Prasanth, who plans to pur-
sue a master’s degree in food
technology from Auckland.

“Canada too has become
less attractive because of the :
recent cap on international :
student intake, rising cost of
living, and new financial re-
quirements for visas, So, Ifelt :
New Zealand was the better
option.” :

Paladugu Saketh, who :
will be heading to New Zea- :
land’s North Island in July
shared asimilar view

“There is a shortage of
skilled food technologists in
New Zealand.” he said. “Also,
these roles are on New Zea-
land’s Green List (formerly
the Skill Shortage List), ma-
king it easier to obtain per-
manent residency”™



